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This is a vivid graphic history of the Chinese experience in North America over the last 150 years,

beginning with the immigration of Chinese to "Gold Mountain" (the Chinese colloquialism for North

America) in the 1800s that resulted in decades of discrimination, subjugation, and separation from

loved ones. Based on historical documents and interviews with elders, the book is also the epic

story of the Wong family as they traverse these challenges with hope and determination, creating an

immigrant's legacy in their new home of North America.David H.T. Wong is an architect and

historian.
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Escape to Gold MounÃ‚Â­tain : A Graphic HisÃ‚Â­tory of the ChiÃ‚Â­nese in North AmerÃ‚Â­ica

by David H.T. Wong is a graphic novel telling the story of the ChiÃ‚Â­nese immiÃ‚Â­graÃ‚Â­tion to

the United States and Canada. Mr. Wong is an Asia CanaÃ‚Â­dian activist and an archiÃ‚Â­tect in

Vancouver.The graphic novel is laden with disÃ‚Â­honor and misÃ‚Â­ery as is the hisÃ‚Â­tory of

ChiÃ‚Â­nese immiÃ‚Â­graÃ‚Â­tion to North AmerÃ‚Â­ica. The ChiÃ‚Â­nese encounÃ‚Â­tered

lynches, subÃ‚Â­juÃ‚Â­gaÃ‚Â­tion racial, culÃ‚Â­tural and legal

disÃ‚Â­crimÃ‚Â­iÃ‚Â­naÃ‚Â­tion from both countries.I do rememÃ‚Â­ber learnÃ‚Â­ing in school

(but mainly on my own) about ChiÃ‚Â­nese railÃ‚Â­road workÃ‚Â­ers in the United States. I did



not realÃ‚Â­ize how badly they were treated after they finÃ‚Â­ished workÃ‚Â­ing and that the

same thing hapÃ‚Â­pened in Canada. The graphic novel shows very clearly how badly these

workÃ‚Â­ers were misÃ‚Â­treated as well as their ancesÃ‚Â­tors who stuck around either unable

or unwillÃ‚Â­ing to go back to China.This graphic novel is an excelÃ‚Â­lent introÃ‚Â­ducÃ‚Â­tion

to the comÃ‚Â­plex issue of ChiÃ‚Â­nese immiÃ‚Â­graÃ‚Â­tion and is told from the ChiÃ‚Â­nese

point of view. The graphic novÃ‚Â­els covÃ‚Â­ers the indiÃ‚Â­vidÃ‚Â­ual head tax (up to $500, a

price of a house) to enter AmerÃ‚Â­ica as well as the 1882 ChiÃ‚Â­nese ExcluÃ‚Â­sion Act that

basiÃ‚Â­cally elimÃ‚Â­iÃ‚Â­nated ChiÃ‚Â­nese immiÃ‚Â­graÃ‚Â­tion as well as other

legÃ‚Â­isÃ‚Â­laÃ‚Â­tion, lynchÃ‚Â­ings and atrocities.The story folÃ‚Â­lows the Wong

famÃ‚Â­ily through the genÃ‚Â­erÃ‚Â­aÃ‚Â­tions and how strong famÃ‚Â­ily bonds helped

surÃ‚Â­vive ecoÃ‚Â­nomic hardÃ‚Â­ships, disÃ‚Â­crimÃ‚Â­iÃ‚Â­naÃ‚Â­tion and rough times all

around. The author used hisÃ‚Â­torÃ‚Â­iÃ‚Â­cal resources, interÃ‚Â­views as well as famÃ‚Â­ily

stoÃ‚Â­ries to tell his tale.The artÃ‚Â­work is simÃ‚Â­ple but effecÃ‚Â­tive enough to conÃ‚Â­vey

the inforÃ‚Â­maÃ‚Â­tion preÃ‚Â­sented and move the story along.
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